MORE STRATEGIES

Biographies, autobiographies and
informational reading are
assigned during the course of the
unit.

The teacher provides numerous
opportunities for the students to
show what they are learning
through regular writing activities
during the unit: In their own words!

Videos are part of the unit study.
PBS has many videos that can be
downloaded - FREE.

The unit tests look like the
daily work! There are objective
questions, yes. But you also have a
good assortment of short and long
informational questions. You
have open-ended questions
where students synthesize
information and insights gleaned
during the unit. You have
primary documents that students
must respond to with
understanding. You have maps
and charts and bar graphs
depicting historical information.
You have it all!

The teacher maps out the social
studies year month by month so
that the entire grade program is
indeed taught— curriculum

mapping

SO, HOW AM | DOING?

The teacher and the principal have a
clear vision as to what constitute
exemplary teaching of Social Studies
and work to constantly improve the
teaching and learning.

Teachers’ Standard Assessment

4: Way Above the Standard

The teacher clearly excels in providing a rich
and varied and challenging Social Studies
environment.

3: Meets the Standard

The teacher is working hard to provide arich
and varied Social Studies environment. Need:
Provide more variety of material and activities.

2: Below the Standard

Teacher needs to work harder in providing a
rich, varied and chal lenging Social Studies
environment. Need: Understand that the
textbook is not the main/only source of
information for you and the students. Work to
increase the teaching strategies and materials
you use in the course of the unit.

1: Way Below the Standard

The teacher does not show any attempt to
provide a rich and varied and challenging
classroom environment. The teacher does not
know the content . Need: You need to learn
the content. Attend courses, workshops. Read
professional materials on the topic. Join the NJ
Social Studies Association. Observe well
taught social studies classes

Sights and Sounds of an
Effective Social Studies Program

Sacial Studies in the Classroom

What should you be seeing
in an effective Social
Studies Classroom?




THE CONTENT

The teacher clearly knows the Social
Studies content for the grade.

K: All About Me

1. All About My Family. Our ways, our
rituals, our traditions, our celebrations...

2. All About Community: Local
communities: What are the different kinds
of communities?

3: Communities; Far and Near; Past,
Present and Future

4. All About My State and The Regions of
our Country

5. S0 This is the Western Hemisphere:
US, Canada, Mexico, Caribbean, Central
and South America...

6. So This is the Eastern Hemisphere....
Ancient Contributions

7. United States History: From the
coming of the Native Americans up to the
Civil War

8. United States History: Reconstruction
to the Present

MORE ON THE CONTENT

The teacher clearly shows that the
New Jersey Social Studies Standards are
central to all lesson planning.

The teacher understands that
history is more than about the
turning point events. The culture
of the topic, the important people
of the topic as well as points of
view of the topic are clearly
presented.

Geography is clearly central to all
units taught. Geography is taught
in connection with the topic and
not as a separate unit devoid of
time and place.

The teacher knows that geography
is more than about location,
location, location. It is about the
place itself- what is it like. It is
about the people and the
environment and how they
interact: climate/homes/clothing.
It is about the surrounding regions
and their impact on the turning
points.

The teacher is conscious that the
economics of the historical turning
point must be considered:
Resources or lack of them, the
uses or misuses of those resources
clearly impact historical events.

The teacher knows that the issues
of citizenship (rights and
responsibilities) as well as the
government impact historical
events.

STRATEGIES

The teacher clearly shows that Social
Studies is meant to be taught in an active
and engaging manner.

The teacher uses primary sources
to capture the essence of the
different turning points: Diaries,
newspaper clippings, posters,
documents, artifacts. ..

The teacher uses music and artas
integral to the historical event under
study.

The teacher readily provides
supplementary materials to
complement the textbook: Picture
books, information books on many
reading levels, poetry books on the
topic, posters, Internet sites and
materials. . ..

The teacher assigns an independent
or group project for each unit
under study to complement the
learning. And — and the projects
vary — not all students are working
on the same topic. (Great visuals.)

Students have many opportunities to
ask questions about the topic at
hand.

The teacher provides software that
corresponds to the topic at hand.

Teacher arranges site visits that are
relevant and possible.



