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All funds received from the 2019 Bishop’s Annual Appeal will be used, without
exception, to provide the services described below.

MINISTRY

ALLOCATION

 Youth Related Ministries–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– $1,835,000
Youth & Young Adult Ministry
Discipleship Formation for Children
Catholic Schools

 Catholic Charities & Social Ministry––––––––––––––––––––––––– 1,700,000
Basic Needs: food, transitional housing, shelters
Counseling Services
Child Care & Maternity Services
Emergency & Disaster Relief Services
Social Justice

Catholic Center at Rutgers University
Multi-Cultural Ministry
Hispanic Ministry
Human Life & Dignity
Family Life Ministries
Ongoing Faith Formation
Worship & Liturgical Formation

 Evangelization & Communications–––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 605,000
Evangelization
The Catholic Spirit (diocesan newspaper)
Communications
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA)

2020 Bishop’s Annual Appeal Goal
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Pledging: Choosing to pledge with your desired payment schedule over time may allow
you to be more generous. Monthly reminders will be sent.

Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ,

W

Gift by Check: Whether your gift is a one-time, paid-in-full gift or an installment of a
pledged gift, please make your check payable to: Diocese of Metuchen-Bishop’s Annual
Appeal.
Gift by Credit Card: Complete your gift and credit card information on your pledge card
or visit our secure online giving site at https://diometuchen.org/BAA.
Gift of Appreciated Stock or Securities: Federal tax laws allow a charitable
deduction for the full market value of stock or securities on the date they are gifted. For
information on making such a gift, please contact the Office of Stewardship & Development
at 732-562-2436.

L eadership Giving
You are invited to join the community of benefactors who provide the leadership that inspires
others to support the pastoral, educational and charitable ministries of the Diocese of
Metuchen. Members contribute to the Bishop’s Annual Appeal at the following levels:
Circle of Stewards: $50,000 and above
Cathedra Circle: $25,000 - $49,999
Mitre Circle: $10,000 - $24,999
Shepherd’s Society: $5,000 - $9,999
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Bishop’s Guild: $2,500 - $4,999
Disciples’ Society: $1,000 - $2,499
Fidelis Society: $500 - $999
For 5 consecutive years

Legacy Society

 Maria Regina Residence for Retired Priests–––––––––––––––––––– 495,000
 Hospital Chaplains––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 385,000
 Prison Chaplains–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 95,000
 Permanent Diaconate––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 70,000
1%

Letter from the Bishop

Matching Your Gift: Corporate matching gifts are a great way to maximize your
personal contribution. Go to www.matchinggifts.com/diometuchen or call 732-562-2436 for
more information.

 Vocations & Seminarian Formation–––––––––––––––––––––––––– 1,210,000
 Pastoral Life–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 805,000
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Ways to Share Our Gifts

The Legacy Society is our way of celebrating the generosity of Catholic friends who are providing for the future of the Church through a planned gift. Have you remembered your parish, parish school or a ministry of the Diocese of Metuchen in your Will or estate plan? If so,
please let us know so we can express our thanks for your commitment to advancing the mission of the Church by honoring you as a member at our annual prayer service and gathering.

$7,200,000
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Give online: diometuchen.org

With renewed best wishes, I remain
Yours in Christ,

Give online: diometuchen.org
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hat a blessed time for our Diocese! I certainly count it amongst my
blessings in life to be a part of this Church of Metuchen, and I thank God
for all of you each morning. Our Year of Spiritual Awakening of Faith
continues to bear much fruit, as we strive to become even more aware of
God’s love and desire for us. St. Juan Diego responded in faith to his encounter with Our Lady because he
had an open heart, a desire for God and new life in Christ as a new convert to the faith. This past December
12th as a diocese we were formally consecrated to Jesus through Our Lady of Guadalupe, striking a new
moment of faith and grace for us.
Our preparation for the consecration included two pilgrimages: a walking pilgrimage through some of
the most beautiful parts of our diocese and a visit to the Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Mexico. With a
renewed sense of mission, we now continue our journey. The next step is for all of us to first give thanks for
this new moment of grace, and for each person in our diocese to consider what more could I do in my life to
love and serve Christ and His Church?
Without doubt this past year was also a very difficult time in the Church, and for us locally as we have
had to deal with the aftermath of scandal from our first bishop. This, along with other sad and disturbing
accounts of sexual abuse and it not properly being addressed by some Church leaders in the past. In the
midst of these failures the light of faith must still shine bright. In our day, we are the ones who are called to
carry forward the mission of Christ and His Church. This is why our diocesan consecration was such a timely
moment in our history; we need the faith of Our Lady, her example and intercession. Ours is a time to not
withdraw, but to more intentionally be part of the great mission of Christ!
The Gospel is always a call to trust in God’s future. I place my trust fully in Him and His love for us. We want
our children, who are our future, to continue to receive the Gospel message, through faith and sacramental
preparation and quality education so they come to know and love Jesus Christ as truly the savior of world;
the one who answers the deepest questions of the human heart. It is our privilege and responsibility to take
our place in the story of the Church to cooperate with God’s grace; transforming our present moment into
opportunities for cleansing, healing and renewal. We must ensure that our seminarians, deacons and lay
leaders receive the proper preparation to be ready to serve this moment of challenge and grace. The poor,
the disadvantaged and the most vulnerable still depend on us to reach out with compassion and help, even
amidst our own struggles, confusion and even anger. Your gift to the Bishop’s Annual Appeal is a sign of
your commitment to make present Jesus promise: “I will be with you always…”
It is because of your love for Christ and the Church that I ask you to join me in Stepping Forward in Faith
to make a sacrificial contribution to the Bishop’s Annual Appeal in proportion to your income, to put Grace
in Action. Be assured that every dollar raised, without exception, will go to support the ministries listed in
this brochure.
My brothers and sisters, thank you for your faithfulness to God and our Mother Mary, as well as to our
Church. Thank you, too, for your love and support of me as I work with whatever energy and grace God gives
me to guide our local Church to a brighter future. I look forward to Stepping Forward in Faith: to put grace in
action with you as together we follow Our Lady of Guadalupe leading the way to her Son.

Roman Catholic Diocese of Metuchen
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Please give generously

2020 bishop’s annual Goal $7.2 Million

2020 Bishop’s AnnuAl AppeAl

Most Rev. James F. Checchio, JCD, MBA
Bishop of Metuchen

The Catholic Center
at Rutgers University
In life’s journey, there are many turning points, but none as exciting
and wrought with pitfalls as the early experiences of college. For
many young adults, it is the first time away from home—a time of
independence, self-discovery and learning to navigate the issues of an
increasingly complex world.
For the young men and women on the New Brunswick campus of
Rutgers University, the Catholic Center is an oasis. It is a place of comfort,
prayer and enlightening conversation that enables the students to grow
closer to God and in fellowship with others as they explore what it means
to live their lives as Catholics. The standing-room-only liturgies and
retreats spill out onto the campus where these energetic young adults
put their faith into action through service to the neighboring community.
Inspired by their experiences at the Catholic Center, many young adults
continue to seek ways to remain engaged in their renewed faith when
they travel back home again.

Your gift to the Bishop’s Annual Appeal helps support campus
ministry at the Catholic Center at Rutgers University—a place of
hospitality and spiritual growth for students and faculty, as well
as, a source of reassurance for parents of young adults.

Vocations to the PRIESTHOOD
“You are called to sacrifice daily for the flock entrusted
to your care. Our Lord modeled this service for us when He
washed the feet of His disciples on Holy Thursday.”

specialized guidance to navigate the spiritual formation and
academic demands of the seminary. While the Diocese of
Metuchen has been blessed with an increase in the number
of men studying for the priesthood—currently 22, the most
ever—the expense of educating and preparing our future
priests is also rising.

Bishop James F. Checchio’s homily, June 22, 2019 Priestly Ordination

A vocation to the priesthood is both challenging and
rewarding. A priest is called to be a witness of Christ. He is a
minister of the sacraments, proclaimer of the word, teacher
of the faith, and steward of the Church. He accompanies the
faithful through this world, leading the way to the eternal
kingdom of heaven.
Discernment of a vocation to the priesthood requires
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CATHOLIC CHARITIES, Diocese of Metuchen
The hard-working parents of two young children
juggle three jobs between them yet still struggle to
make ends meet. The long working hours at minimum
wage are demanding and the constant worry about the
welfare and safety of their children causes additional
stress.
Catholic Charities, Diocese of Metuchen is fighting
poverty on the frontline with child care programs that
support disadvantaged children and offer some relief
for struggling, working parents. Through its Youth
Enrichment Services (YES), Catholic Charities operates
two programs that provide wrap-around child care: one

Give online:

preschool and a second for school age children. The
after school services include transportation, homework
assistance, enrichment activities and healthy meals
through the USDA Food Program.

Your gift to the Bishop’s Annual Appeal helps
keep children safe and healthy by offering
affordable child care for working parents. This
is just one of over 100 programs and services of
Catholic Charities, Diocese of Metuchen serving
the poor and vulnerable.

diometuchen.org
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Your gift to the Bishop’s Annual Appeal will help
provide men with the opportunity to successfully
complete their journey through the seminary and
ensure the future of our Church.
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